


State Street presents Kansas City Irish Fest
Our 7th year of celebrating Celtic Pride in Cowtown

Mission:
It is the mission of the KC Irish Fest to graciously provide our 
local and regional community with the best, friendliest and 
most enjoyable weekend of Irish culture in KC by creating 
and presenting the best blend of music, education and great 
craic.

2009 Executive Summary 
For the past seven years, Irish Fest has rocked Labor Day weekend in 
Kansas City with a family-friendly event for all ages that’s quickly 
become the city’s largest festival.

And, it’s not only big. KCIF was named the “Best Festival in KC” in 
2007 and 2008 by visitors in the Kansas City Convention & Visitors 
Association’s Visitor’s Choice Awards. Irish Fest is also the fastest-
growing Irish festival in the United States.

For the 2009 festival, the board of directors met in early January for a 
first-ever strategic planning retreat to develop a five year strategy, 
and to discuss improvements and additions for 2009, which included:

� Comedy: KCIF brought back the Comedy Stage, showcasing
  one of Ireland’s biggest comics, Ardal O’Hanlan. Both shows at        
  Crown Center’s Off Center Theater sold out. 

� Streaming video: More than 1,500 people brought live
  performances at KCIF into their homes. 

� More VIP: We added a VIP/Sponsor section to the
  Boulevard Stage. 

� More Snug:  We expanded and dressed up the Snug, Irish Fest’s  
  members-only club. This year’s Snug included a bigger space  
  closer to the Boulevard Stage and chic decor, truly making it the  
  place to be at KCIF. Memberships sold out on Sunday night. 

� Diverse entertainers: We brought in more diverse performers in  
  2009, showing our audience a greater depth of Irish music.

With these additions and good weather for most of the weekend, KC 
Irish Fest experienced record Saturday and Sunday nights, which 
offset the lower attendance Friday due to rain prior to opening.   
 



The 2009 Kansas City Irish Fest
What a weekend it was…

2009 BY THE NUMBERS
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Board of Directors
Keli O'Neill Wenzel-Executive Director, Ed Follis-President, Rory O’Connor-Vice 
President, Barney Walsh-Secretary, Carrie Slattery-Treasurer, Mary Alice Beebe, 
Davey Colgan, Erin Kiekbusch, Laren Mahoney, Dan Regan 

Committee Chairs
Daneil and Mike  Armstrong, Patti  Aylward-Kalb, Carol  Braun, Kevin  Bundy,  
Ronan Collins, Kathleen Dalton, Maureen  Deeds, Amanda  Dennis, Ron  
Einbender, Julie  Flanigan, Sarah  Scheilds, John  Hayes, Mike Hurley, Mindy  
Johnson, Marcia  Johnson, Margaret  Junhke, Shannon  Knopke, Jenny  Krizman, Dan  
Leasure, Kathy  Maguire, Michelle Maxwell, Dick  McTygue, Dan  O’Boyle, Matthew  
O’Callaghan, Liz  O’Flaherty, Pat  O’Neill, Jim  Ondick, Jeff  Petrie, Brian  Purcell, 
Tommy Regan, Melissa  Rohr, Stevan Ryan, Gretchen  Ryan, Barb  Scanlon, Kim  
Schumann, Dave  Shaughnessy, Natalie  Smith, Melissa and Gerry  Stanley, Shawn  
Sullivan-Warner, Sue  Thompson, Cami  Travis-Groves, Sarah  Walsh, Jean  Wynn

2009 Leadership Awards
MVP-Men: Stevan Ryan, Site Crew, Signage Team
MVP-Women: Cami Travis Groves, Contests, Design
Rookie of The Year-Men: Tommy Regan, Interactive Technology
Rookie of The Year-Women: Melissa Rohr L
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“Kansas City’s top festival.” St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Spreading the Word
If you didn’t hear about KC Irish Fest, you weren’t listening!

Advertising
Irish Fest spent more than $59,000 on advertising in both local and regional 
markets, in addition to the support from our media partners. 

Marketing
For the first time, Kansas City Irish Fest executed a fully-integrated market-
ing campaign starring Lucy, one of Shatto Milk’s cows, showing up in odd 
situations and therefore signifying that KCIF must be coming.  The campaign 
included: billboards, radio, television commercials, viral videos, 
e-newsletters and social media. 

Publicity
Millions of people read, heard or saw Kansas City Irish Fest in a media outlet 
in 2009.  The Fest was highlighted in articles that ran all over the country, 
including in USA Today, Chicago Sun Times and the St. Louis Post Dispatch. 
In addition, TV stations played more than one hour and 40 minutes of news 
coverage of KCIF.

KC Irish Fest Online
KCIrishFest.com
Unique Visitors    122,811
Unique visitors per day the week of the Fest 6,000
Average Weekly Blog Visits    719 

KCIF’s website shared up-to-the minute information throughout the year and 
the Fest’s blog continues to be a daily read for hundreds of people. Face-
book, MySpace and Twitter continued to be strong methods of communicat-
ing and engaging our audience year-round. 

Social Media Impressions (as of December 31, 2009)
4,300 fams/friends on Facebook, Myspace and Twitter.
17,800 YouTube Videos Viewed.
72 minutes of YouTube videos uploaded from KCIF 2009 (26 videos)
1,500 people watched bands live throughout the weekend from 
kcirishfest.com

2009 Special Promotions
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KCIF Cares
Giving Back to the Community

We have a good time at Irish Fest, there’s no doubt about it. But all that 
merriment is a means to an end. We care about our community and 
recognize our responsibility to the city that supports us. 

Grants
The Kansas City Irish Fest Grant Fund was created in 2007 to foster aware-
ness and appreciation of our area's rich Irish heritage, and to enhance and 
promote Irish music, dance, literature, theater, visual arts, sports and 
cuisine.

In 2009, the Fund’s nine-member board awarded six individuals and eight 
501c3s grants totaling $23,300. KCIF is especially pleased to award a 
number of grants for special events throughout Kansas City and for individu-
als who will give back to the community through their talents.  

This year’s grant donation brings the total that KC Irish Fest has given out 
through our Grant Fund to almost $125,000.

Sunday Services
Attendance 3,500
Amount Collected $3,426
Kansas City’s largest outdoor Sunday Catholic Mass has occurred at Irish 
Fest since 2004.  Local clergy, joined by festival entertainers, lead this 
special service. Collections are taken each year during mass and donated to 
local organizations. This year, collections benefited St. Francis Xavier.

Parish Partners
New this year, KCIF teamed up with six area Catholic grade schools to staff 
the KCIF Beverage Tents. In return, KCIF contributed 3% of beverage sales 
back to the six organizations, resulting in each receiving $1,192 +tips. One 
parish received the KCIF Spirit Award – bragging rights for having the best 
dressed tent and most spunk. 2009 Spirit Award Winner: Holy Spirit

Recycling
The steady growth of Kansas City Irish Fest made us realize that we need to 
be environmentally responsible for what we place in the landfill. In 2007, 
the Fest created a recycling committee. These dedicated volunteers monitor 
trash placement to ensure plastics and cardboards are placed in the proper 
recycling bins. All in all, we recycled some 1,152 cubic feet of corrugated 
boxes and 2,232 lbs. of plastic soda and water bottles.

“Our family and friends all look forward to the Kansas City
   Irish Fest, held downtown over Labor Day weekend.” Family Circle



Sponsors
We couldn’t do this without you

Go raibh míle maith agat–1000 thank you to these generous people and
organizations that helped make the 7th Kansas City Irish Fest such a success. 

Friends of the Fest
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